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dcterms: http://purl.org/dc/terms/
extended 55 terms including the original 15

The Dublin Core Metadata Element Set is a 
vocabulary of fifteen properties for use in 
resource description. The name "Dublin" is due 
to its origin at a 1995 invitational workshop in 
Dublin, Ohio; "core" because its elements are 
broad and generic, usable for describing a wide 
range of resources.
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dc: http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/
"aka the original 15"
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Subsequent to the specification of the 
original 15 elements, an ongoing process to 
develop exemplary terms extending or 
refining the Dublin Core Metadata Element 
Set (DCMES) was begun. The additional 
terms were identified, generally in working 
groups of the Dublin Core Metadata Initiative, 
and judged by the DCMI Usage Board to be in 
conformance with principles of good practice 
for the qualification of Dublin Core metadata 
elements.

Elements refinements make the meaning of an 
element narrower or more specific. A refined 
element shares the meaning of the 
unqualified element, but with a more 
restricted scope. The guiding principle for the 
qualification of Dublin Core elements, 
colloquially known as the Dumb-Down 
Principle, states that an application that does 
not understand a specific element refinement 
term should be able to ignore the qualifier 
and treat the metadata value as if it were an 
unqualified (broader) element. While this may 
result in some loss of specificity, the 
remaining element value (without the 
qualifier) should continue to be generally 
correct and useful for discovery.
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